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Module Aims

This module aims to explore policy relating to stages of the lifespan. Students will critically
evaluate the challenges facing policy makers in addressing the needs of children, young
people, families, and older adults.

Intended Learning Outcomes

Key skills for employability

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy

KS5 Information management skills

KS6 Research skills

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills

KS8 Career management skills

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-
management)

KS10 Numeracy

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills
KS1 KS4
Define the lifespan developmental changes and consider the
1 \ . : . KS5 KS3
requirements for differential policy responses.
KS7
5 Understand and critically evaluate competing theories of KS3 KS7
causation for abuse (child, older adult and spouse).
3 Engage critically with issues of diversity and equality within KS1 KS3
the lifespan policy areas. KS7
N _ _ _ ) KS1 KS3
Critically analyse the effectiveness of interventions in
4 | protecting children, adults and families, including multi- KS4 KS5
disciplinary approaches. K7

Transferable/key skills and other attributes

. Research and study skills

. Critical thinking skills

. Communication skills

. Problem Solving skills

. Information Technology skills
. Reflection on Learning
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Derogations

NA

Assessment:

Students will select one stage in the lifespan i.e. children, young people, older adults.

Assessment 1: Essay: Students will select one ‘stage’ in the lifespan and analyse current
definitions of the ‘stage’ and identify developmental needs associated with this ‘stage’.

Assessment 2: Essay: Students will select one ‘stage’ in the lifespan and analyse current
provision for this client group. They will also evaluate the effectiveness of the provision within
a regional and national context.

Assessment 3: Examination: Seen case study: Students will analyse and evaluate the needs
of individuals at different stages of the lifespan, within specific contexts. Indicative case
studies could include children at risk, young people, older people, or partner violence.

Formative assessment: In-class and online activities will facilitate formative feedback on
progress. Exam preparation will be offered in the Personal Development Workshops which
will offer formative feedback.

Assessment I(_)eatlrnlng o | T f t Weighting | Duration Word count

number c utcomes to ype of assessmen (%) (if exam) (or equivalent if
e met appropriate)

1 1,2 Essay 40% 1,600

2 12,34 Essay 40% 1,600

3 1,2,3 Examination 20% 1lhr

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The module will utilise a variety of methods for teaching and learning. These will include
lectures, workshops, presentations, group work, individual tutorials, structured briefing
papers, discussion, case studies & research. The VLE (Moodle) will be a key part of this
module and will allow peer collaboration, discussion forums, extension online activities and
resources.

Syllabus outline:

This module will critically review the contemporary approaches to policy affecting children,
young people, families and older adults. This will include a focus on the role of Social
Services Departments, the Police, and Health & Education services.

Topics will include:

. Reviewing the changing definitions of childhood and old age.

. Historical, cultural and literary perspectives on lifespan developmental stages.
. The social, political and legal context of child and elder abuse.

. The role of the media in public perception of child and elder abuse.

. Causes and responses to domestic abuse.

. Regulating the professional response: direction and discretion.

. Approaches to effective communication with children and older people.
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Assessment of the effectiveness of a range of organisations including the third sector.
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